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 As noted in Fact Sheet 1, Islam is unique among the world’s modern religions in that its 
followers are expected to conform their lives to a sixth-century interpretation of the Qur’an (their 
holy book of Allah’s revelations), the words of its Prophet Muhammad, as recorded in the Hadith 
and the biography of Muhammad as recorded in the Sira.  More specifically, these books define 
not only the religious aspect of Islam, but also its cultural aspect, its political aspect (the 
Caliphate), its judicial aspect (Sharia Law) and its militant aspect (Jihad). 

The Qur’an – (also spelled Quran and Koran), translates to mean “the 
Reading or the Recitation).”  According to Islamic tradition, the 
Angel Gabriel appeared to Muhammad in A. D. 610, informed him 
that he had been selected as a prophet of the Lord and, over the next 
22 years, passed on a series of revelations that became Suras, 
(chapters) in the Muslim’s holiest book - the Qur’an.  There are 114 
Sura’s, each of which is subdivided into verses like the Bible.  
However, unlike the Bible, Sura’s are arranged from the longest to 
the shortest, rather than in chronological order (except for Sura 1, 
which is a prayer to Allah).  

The Hadith - which translates to mean “the Traditions,” refers to a collection  
of books that are extremely important in Islam.  First, because they 
explain, through Muhammad’s words, the what, the where and the 
why he was given each verse in the Qur’an.  Secondly: because 
without them, many verses in the Qur’an would be incomprehensible.  
And thirdly: because his words serve to establish the principles of 
warfare and coercion that Muslims continue to practice to this day.  
To non-Muslims, these books are important, because they reveal how 
the Qur’an directs Muslims to conceal (from infidels) the true nature 
and goals of Islam, through a form of calculated deception, that 
utilizes several levels of cleverly worded lying.  (These will be 
discussed in a future Fact Sheet.) 
   According to Islamic scholars, the following six books of the 
Hadith are considered the most trustworthy and accurate.  They are 
listed here in order of importance: 
 

al-Bukhari (810-870)  (The most important book) 
Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj (821-875) 
The Sunan of Abu Dawud as-Sijistani (818-915) 
As-Sunan as-Sughra by Ahmad ibn Shuayb an-Nasai (829-915) 
The Jami of Abu isa Muhammad at-Tirmidhi (824-893) 
The Sunan of Muhammad ibn Maja (824-887) 
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 As a point of information, none of these “most trustworthy” 
books of the Hadith date from earlier than two centuries after 
Muhammad’s death.  However, both the Qur’an and the Hadith make 
it clear that, Islam’s Prophet, Allah’s Messenger, is the supreme 
example of al-insan al-kamil (the Perfect Man), the ultimate example 
of how Muslims should conduct their lives. 

Sura 33:21 - Ye have indeed in the Messenger of Allah a 
 beautiful pattern (of conduct) for anyone whose 
hope is in Allah and the final days. 

Sura 68:4  -  And thou standeth on an exalted standard of 
character.   

The Sira  -  is Islam’s third holiest  book and contains the biography of  
Muhammad.  The earliest known version was written over 125 years 
after his death, by Muhammad Ibn Ishaq Ibn Yasar (Ibn Ishaq), 
(d.773), at a time when many, legends and conflicting versions of the 
Prophet’s life were circulating.  Ibn Ishaq’s biography did not survive 
in its original form, but comes to us through an abbreviated version 
complied by a later Islamic scholar, Ibn Hisham (d. 834), who 
acknowledged making unspecified changes.  

Collectively, the Hadith and the Sira are known as the Sunna – the body of 
Islamic custom and practice based on Muhammad’s words and deeds. 

With respect to the face of Islam today; should we be surprised to see 
the rise of militancy and jihad, when all three of its holiest books encourage 
Muslims to emulate their Prophet Muhammad, the “Perfect Man,” the 
Messenger of Allah – the man who devoted the last ten years of his life, not to 
preaching benevolence and religious tolerance, but to making war against and 
enslaving non-Muslims, in the name of Allah?   

See Sura’s:  4:24, 4:92, 8:69, 24:33, 33:50 on the Note 1, website below. 

Note 1: For a widely accepted English translation of the Qur’an see:  
www.islam101.com/quran/yusufali 

 Note 2:  If you are interested in learning more about the history of Islam and the threat it 
poses to our way of life, visit our website – www.cctaxpayers.com; click on the Contact tab; and 
ask for information on our next (free) class. 
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