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ISLAMIC FACT SHEET 5 
 

The Top Ten Qur’an Verses for Understanding ISIS  
September 9, 2014 by David Wood, Front Page Magazine 

 
View the video by David Wood on AnsweringMuslims.com at 
http://www.answeringmuslims.com/2014/09/top-ten-quran-verses-for-understanding.html?m=1 
 
Jihadists fighting for ISIS (the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria) claim to be following the commands of 
Allah and Muhammad.  Islam’s apologists, politicians, and the media insist that ISIS is violating the 
principles of Islam. But are they?  Here are the top ten Qur’an verses you need to know to understand ISIS. 
 
Qur’an 9:5—(The Verse of the Sword) Then, when the sacred months have passed, slay the idolaters 
(non-Muslims) wherever ye find them, and take them (captive), and besiege them, and prepare for them 
each ambush. But if they repent and establish worship and pay the poor-due, then leave their way free. Lo! 
Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.  
 
Qur’an 9:29—Fight those who believe not in Allah nor the Last Day (notice it says, “fight those who do 
not believe” not - fight people who are attacking you), nor hold that forbidden which hath been forbidden 
by Allah and His Messenger, nor acknowledge the Religion of Truth, from among the People of the Book 
(Jews and Christians), until they pay the Jizyah with willing submission, and feel themselves subdued.  
 

Based on the above, as well as countless other Qur'anic verses and oral traditions attributed to 
Muhammad, Islam's learned officials, sheikhs, muftis, and imams throughout the ages have reached 
consensus—binding on the entire Muslim community—that Islam is to be at perpetual war with the 
non-Muslim world until the former subsumes the latter. Indeed, it is widely held by Muslim 
scholars that since the sword-verses are among the final revelations on the topic of Islam's 
relationship to non-Muslims, that they alone have abrogated (overridden, annulled, canceled) some 
200 of the Qur'an's earlier, more tolerant verses, such as Qur’an 2:256---Let there be no compulsion 
in religion . . .  

 
To escape conversion or death, the People of the Book (Jews and Christians) are allowed to pay 
tribute money (Jizya) to Muslims in acknowledgment of their inferiority to Muslims.  The options 
for non-Jews and non-Christians are limited to conversion or death. 

 
Qur’an 3:32—Say: Obey Allah and the Apostle; but if they turn back, then surely Allah does not love the 
unbelievers.  
 
Qur’an 48:29—Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, and those who are with him are severe against 
disbelievers, and merciful among themselves. You see them bowing and falling down prostrate (in prayer), 
seeking Bounty from Allah and (His) Good Pleasure. The mark of them (i.e. of their Faith) is on their faces 
(foreheads) from the traces of (their) prostration (during prayers). This is their description in the Taurat 
(Torah). But their description in the Injeel (Gospel) is like a (sown) seed which sends forth its shoot, then 
makes it strong, it then becomes thick, and it stands straight on its stem, delighting the sowers that He may 
enrage the disbelievers with them. Allah has promised those among them who believe (i.e. all those who 
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follow Islamic Monotheism, the religion of Prophet Muhammad SAW till the Day of Resurrection), and do 
righteous good deeds, forgiveness and a mighty reward (i.e. Paradise). 
 
Qur’an 4:24—Also (forbidden are) women already married, except those whom your right hand possesses 
(in other words, married female captives and slaves may be raped). Thus hath Allah ordained (Prohibitions) 
against you: Except for these, all others are lawful, provided ye seek (them in marriage) with gifts from 
your property—desiring chastity, not lust, seeing that ye derive benefit from them, give them their dowers 
(at least) as prescribed; but if, after a dower is prescribed, agree mutually (to vary it), there is no blame on 
you, and Allah is All-knowing, All-wise.  
 
Qur’an 5:33—The punishment of those who wage war against Allah and His apostle and strive to make 
mischief in the land is only this, that they should be murdered or crucified or their hands and their feet 
should be cut off on opposite sides or they should be imprisoned; this shall be as a disgrace for them in this 
world, and in the hereafter they shall have a grievous chastisement.  
 
Qur’an 9:73—O Prophet! strive hard against the unbelievers (non-Muslims) and the hypocrites and be 
unyielding to them; and their abode is hell, and evil is the destination.  
 

The Arabic word translated here as "strive hard" is jahidi, a verb form of the noun jihad and, 
according to Islamic highest jurisprudence, abrogates (cancels) all the “nice” verses. 

 
Qur’an 9:111—Surely Allah has bought of the believers their persons and their property for this, that they 
shall have the garden; they fight in Allah's way, so they slay and are slain; a promise which is binding on 
Him in the Taurat (Torah) and the Injeel (Gospel) and the Quran; and who is more faithful to his covenant 
than Allah? Rejoice therefore in the pledge which you have made; and that is the mighty achievement.  
(Qur’an 9:111 very precisely justifies suicide bombing.) 
 
Qur’an 47:35—Be not weary and fainthearted, crying for peace, when ye should be uppermost: for Allah 
is with you, and will never put you in loss for your (good) deeds.  
 
Qur’an 2:106—Whatever communications We abrogate or cause to be forgotten, We bring one better than 
it or like it. Do you not know that Allah has power over all things? 
 

Contradictions in the Qur’an are resolved by the principle of naskh (abrogation).  The later (violent) 
verses abrogate (override, cancel, annul) the earlier (peaceful) verses.  So, forget about the non-
violent verses that were left in the Quran because (even though cancelled out by later violent verses, 
they are useful for deceiving those (Muslims and non-Muslims), who do not know any better. 

 
The Islamic State (ISIS, ISIL) is following the Qur’an to the letter.  The ideology of ISIS, al-Qaeda, 
Hezbollah, Hamas, the Muslim Brotherhood, Saudi Arabia, Hoko Harum is all the same.  It is the ideology 
of pure Islam. 

Note 1:  For a widely accepted English translation of the Qu’ran see:  www.islam101.com/quran/yusufali 

Note 2:  If you are interested in learning more about the history of Islam and the threat it poses to our way 
of life, visit our website – www.cctaxpayers.com; click on the Contact tab; and ask for information on our 
next (free) class. 

http://www.islam101.com/quran/yusufali
http://www.cctaxpayers.com/
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